Romford Baptist Church: Policy on Sexuality
This is a statement of the church’s position

We accept that individual members will hold a variety of views on matters of sexuality as they
study scripture. Together we seek to love one another in the unity of the Spirit as we pursue the
Lord’s calling on us as individuals and as a church.

At Romford Baptist Church, we aspire to be a place of welcome, safety and love for everyone
who comes through our doors.

We wish to be clear, that as a church, we hold to a traditional interpretation of Scripture, that in
creation God created humankind as male and female and God created marriage in which one
man and one woman enter into a covenant relationship (Genesis 2-24; Matthew 19: 4-6).

Regardless of their background we believe that every person is worthy of dignity and respect as
we are all made in the image of God.

We recognise that there are individuals who may want to join the church who are of a different
sexual orientation or are not identifying with their culturally assigned gender at birth, individuals
who feel a sense of Gender dysphoria, and/or are challenged by the issues of personal gender
identity and sexuality. We are a church that seeks to provide a safe space for individuals to
consider such questions in the light of traditional biblical teaching on sexuality.

We leave it to the Holy Spirit to convict individuals about what is right before God and will not
‘single out’ individuals to impose prayer or pastoral ministry on them concerning this issue, we
will only pray for an individual ‘specifically’ if that individual has requested prayer ministry.

To be truly biblically inclusive we commit to the following.

1. To speak about the goodness of biblical sexual ethics that equally dignifies single and
married people, dismantles the cultural pressures to have sex outside of marriage,
celebrates celibacy, encourages healthy biblical relationships, and reflects the
worthiness of Christ as a greater treasure above all these things.

2. Torecognise that people of every background are called to die to themselves, to pick up
their crosses and follow Christ. Discipleship means the call to live a life of obedience to
Christ and this means we should all be engaged in laying things down as part of this
process.

3. In matters of pastoral care and discipline, Romford Baptist Church seeks to be
consistent in its approach across all areas of sex and relationships. We will ensure we
hold leaders accountable in all areas.

4. Inrespect of occasional offices such as Marriage and Dedications, the church or the
pastors will not be able to take part in anything that is not consistent with our traditional
biblical views as spelt out in this policy. This is the same whether such an event takes
place in private or public, on church premises or elsewhere.

Above all we believe that the love and grace of Jesus can enable people to live and work through
life’s challenges in all areas of life including sex and relationships.

This statement was agreed at the church meeting on 16 March 2025


https://ref.ly/Matt%2019.%204-6;esv?t=biblia

For further understanding of the church’s position see paragraphs 56-70 of The Seoul Statement
from THE FOURTH LAUSANNE CONGRESS

https://lausanne.org/statement/the-seoul-
statement?fbclid=lwY2xjawFpHdJleHRuA2F b QIXMQABH{KivI-
ThFIFMfpTJggAKWNFTGLN8VPu6_QgqUI6HcuD98TINQoWVgSc9zg aem_zQ5me7kNGGP_ghk_ag
NTvw

For deeper understanding you may also wish to read
https://www.eauk.org/assets/files/downloads/Relationships-Matter-Affirmations-guide.pdf
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